In the crystal structure of the title compound, (C 12 H 11 Cl 2 N 2 ) 2 -[Ni(C 4 N 2 S 2 ) 2 ], the Ni II complex dianion is located on an inversion centre. The Ni II atom is coordinated by four S atoms in a square-planar geometry. In the cation, the dihedral angle between the benzene and pyrazine rings is 85.2 (2) . (Nishijo et al., 2000; Ni et al., 2005) . Herein, we report the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
Related literature
The molecular structure of (I) is illustrated in Fig. 1 et al., 2004; Ren et al., 2004) .
Experimental
Disodium maleonitriledithiolate (456 mg, 2.5 mmol) and nickel chloride hexahydrate (297 mg, 1.25 mmol) were mixed under stirring in water (20 mL) at room temperature. Subsequently, a solution of 1-(2,6-dichlorobenzyl)-3-methylpyrazine iodide (952 mg, 2.5 mmol) in methanol (10 mL) was added to the mixture. The black precipitate that was immediately formed was filtered off and washed with methanol. The crude product was recrystallized in acetone (20 mL) to give black block crystals. Anal. Calcd. for C 32 H 22 Cl 4 N 8 NiS 4 : C 48.73, H 2.81, N 14.21%. Found: C 48.69, H 2.78, N 14.09%.
Refinement
The H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å) and refined as riding atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-numbering scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level. The suffix A corresponds to symmetry code (-x, -y+1, -z).
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